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                                                                           NEWSLETTER                                 April 2009

Dear Member 

Enclosed is the Notice of the 2009 Annual General Meeting and invitation to the President’s Dinner.

Beef Producers Meeting

Please note the enclosed green A4 invitation for all members to attend their nearest Beef Producers meeting at the end of April 2009.  Your presence will be appreciated.  Also enclosed are details of the scheme from the Traditional Breeds Meat Marketing Company. 
Bull & Female of the Year 2009

The Society is pleased to announce that the Farmers Union of Wales has kindly agreed to sponsor the prestigious yearly competition as from 2009.  A list of the qualifying shows is enclosed.

Open Day at Coleg Glyn Llifon

Coleg Glyn Llifon in Caernarfonshire is a Development Farm with Hybu Cig Cymru and an Open Day has been arranged for Tuesday 5th May 2009, from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.  The Open Day will focus on Welsh Black cattle and feature Cattle Premium Herd Health & DNA testing as part of the knowledge transfer information.  Hybu Cig Cymru will be in attendance along with veterinary officers and the Welsh Black Cattle Society.  For more information please contact Mr Eurwyn Edwards, Senior College Lecturer, on 01286 830261.

Warm welcome to all!

Farm Walk – AGM Weekend

Mr & Mrs Richard Hughes, Glanrafon, Bodorgan, Anglesey are extending a warm welcome to all members to visit their Rafon Herd on Sunday morning, at 10.30am on 10th May 2009.  This is the day after the AGM and Dinner which will be held at the Bulkeley Hotel, Beaumaris on Saturday 9th May.

Morning tea and cakes will be offered on arrival and Mr & Mrs Hughes would appreciate members who intend joining them to notify the Builth Wells office no later than Friday 8th May.

Smallholder Weekend

The Society will be present at the annual Smallholder & Garden Festival, held at the Royal Welsh Showground on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th May 2009.  The Welsh Black Cattle Society stand, comprising promotional information and livestock, will be located in the cattle building.

Please support the event as the Society will be pleased to see you.

NBA Beef Expo 2009 

The 1 day annual event is being held on 21st May 2009 at the Three Counties Showground at Malvern.  The Society will be present with a promotional stand and 2 pens of cattle on display.
Okehampton Show, Devon

The Society has attempted to attend the Show at Okehampton for the past 2 years but unfortunately the show was cancelled in 2007 and 2008.  We are hoping it will be ‘3rd time lucky’ in 2009 and will attend with a cow & calf on display and a promotional stand.

North Wales Welsh Black Breeders Social Club
The Club are arranging their annual weekend trip for Friday 5/7 June 2009.  
The possible timetable of events is:
Friday 5th June – Travel from north Wales to Carlisle Livestock Market.  Harrison & Hetherington at Carlisle hold one of the busiest livestock markets in the country.  Ladies will have the opportunity to visit Carlisle and view the shops.

Saturday 6th June – visit Appleby’s famous horse market and sale yard.

Sunday 7th June – A Farm visit (to be arranged)

All details are to be confirmed. Phone Mrs Nerys Ellis on 01690 770255.
Royal Show, Stoneleigh

Please note that the annual Royal Show will be held on new dates in 2009.  These are from Tuesday 7th July to Friday 10th July.  The Show office is still accepting late entries from any Welsh Black exhibitor who is interested to enter.  The Welsh Black Cattle Society gives each breeder £200 towards travelling costs and expenses at the show in order to attract greater entries in the breed classes.  A breed society promotional stand will be located in the cattle lines and member support at the show would be appreciated.

English Association AGM, Dinner & Farm Walk

The English Association are arranging a weekend for its members and friends on Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th October 2009.  The possible timetable of events, to be confirmed nearer the date, is:

Saturday 3rd October – 2pm Farm walk at Somerleyton Hall c/o Mr Hugh Crossley; 4.30pm - tea/light refreshments and the English Association AGM; Dinner at 7.30pm; Evening accommodation at Somerleyton.
Sunday 4th October – 10am Leave Somerleyton for 2 hour journey to Robinson Farms (Carbrooke) Ltd, Kings Lynn, Norfolk c/o Mr Mark Robinson.  12noon to 4pm - Farm walk and afternoon refreshments.

For more details contact Mrs Janet Dimery-Seek on 01749672344.

Society Pavilion Development

Council are still in consultations regarding the exact plan of the building development.  When full details are decided I will write to all members.  In the meantime fundraising projects are arranged as follows:

** Welsh Black Beef Roast and Auction
On Monday, 25th May Mr Dilwyn Jenkins and family, Cerrigcaranau, Talybont, Ceredigion are arranging an evening of fundraising.  Mr Dai Jones, Llanilar will auction prizes and a gallery of old Society photographs will be on display.  For further information please contact Mr Dilwyn Jenkins on 01970 832325 or Mr Bob Williams, Society Council Chairman on 01970 832382.
**Young Members Concert
For Friday 12th June Miss Angharad Francis, Pistyll Uchaf, Abergorlech, Carmarthen, who will be the Society’s Young Member Ambassador for 2009, is arranging a Concert.  The Concert is to be held at St Peters Civic Hall in Carmarthen, which holds up to 500 people, and will include John ag Alun; Aled Davies, Llanbrynmair; Llinos Davies, Llanelli; Meinir, Ffion & others from Llanfynydd YFC.  The MC is Mr Ifan Gruffydd, Tregaron.  For full details and tickets please contact Angharad on 01558 685398.
** Car Boot Sale – August Bank Holiday Weekend
Mrs Sioned Jones, Council member for Caernarfon, is arranging a Car Boot Sale for Saturday, 29th August at Crugan Farm, Llanbedrog, Pwllheli.  For details phone Sioned on 01286 880374.
** Cattle Societies Weekend Exchange

Council Member for Monmouthshire, Mr Frank Sutton has instigated the following fundraising weekend:

Friday 11th September – Farm visit with Mr Jonathan Pugh and family, Ty Talgarth, Nantymoel, Bridgend who has an organic herd of Welsh Black cattle and farms the highest grazing land in the county, 1750ft above sea level.  The family have diversified to open a butchers shop on the farm.  It is anticipated that the Treorchy Male voice choir will greet visitors to the open day which will commence at 2pm.
Saturday 12th September – At 2pm visit Parc Grace Dieu to see Longhorn and Welsh Black cattle and the impressive herd of Bison imported from Canada.  Following the farm walk will be a BBQ and ‘Auction of Promise’ from which all proceeds will be donated to the Welsh Black Cattle Society’s building fund.  Could all members intending to visit please notify the Builth Wells office to prepare for catering.
**Buffet & Auction
On Saturday, 24th October 2009 at the White Hart Inn, Llandeilo Mrs Christine Carberry, Maple Crest, New Inn, Llandeilo is arranging a further fundraising event following her successful evening in April 2008.  For more information and tickets please contact Christine on 07971973160.
Please support all our members with their projects.

If there are any other projects being planned please contact the Builth Wells office with details.

500 Club Draws

The first 2 draws, for January and February, took place on Tuesday 24 February following the Society’s Council meeting.  All prize winners have been sent their prizes and details can be seen on the Society web site.  The next 2 draws, for March and April, will take place on Tuesday 14 April and it is envisaged that all further draws will take place after Council meetings.
New Commercial Style Cattle Sales

Following requests from commercial cattle buyers and comments from the 2008 County Meetings the Society has written to the auctioneers at Dolgellau and Llandovery for dates to hold sales of pedigree heifers.  In these newly arranged sales the heifers will be sold in pairs or lots of 3,4,5 or 6 as an option, in addition to the individuals as seen at present.  Farmers who are too busy to prepare cattle for the show ring will benefit from the new format and commercial buyers who will travel to a commercial sale for replacement pedigree animals if the number of cattle are adequate.  If you have entries to support a sale in October/November please let the Chief Executive know.
Online Birth Notification

Following the launch of our new website, the Welsh Black Cattle Society is pleased to announce that its online birth notification registration form, via your website, is now operational. Members can find the form under ‘herd book’.  The society would like to encourage members to register their pedigree calves the same time as registering for passports online with BCMS.  When submitting a completed form a copy will automatically be sent to Pat at Caernarfon for verification, also a copy will be sent to your designated email address as a receipt for your own records. Please make sure that the designated email address is correct to avoid problems.    

Email addresses

The Builth Wells office has received a disappointing response form members to forward their email address to the society. 

The society would like to remind members how it would benefit you in the long run.  The cost of distributing this news letter to all our members is in the region of £500.   This includes envelopes, stamps, paper, photocopying and approximately 2 days of work preparation. With four newsletters a year being distributed this amounts to £2000 a year. This money could be used more effectively such as promoting the breed.

By providing an email address the distribution of this newsletter would cost a fraction.

Please forward your email address to the Builth Wells office.  Contact details: welshblack@btclick.com 

Farmers linking with butchers

If you are a Welsh Black breeder wishing to supply finished cattle direct to a butcher, please forward your contact details to the Builth Wells Office.  We currently have a list of butchers all over the country that would like to link up with farmers and we would forward your details direct to these butchers who in turn would get in contact with you.

Society looking for Pedigree Welsh Black Beef suppliers

If your business sells only Welsh Black Beef or you know of a business that does in your area please forward contact details to the Builth Wells office. The Society is always looking for businesses that sells 100% Welsh Black Beef for its date base.
Newsletters on the Web site

In future, Society newsletters will automatically be published on the website for members to download. There will also be archive newsletters for members who missed previous copies. Could any member who wish the newsletter to be emailed direct to them please forward their email address to the Builth office or subscribe to the Welsh Black Cattle Society news feed by email via the website. 

Discussion Group

‘Agriscope’ c/o Farming Connect Initiatives would like to contact all young farmers, aged between 18 and 40 years, who would benefit from a discussion group with guest speakers or arranged informative visits.  If any member is interested please phone Mr Rhys Davies, Facilitator, on 07786267609.

International Green Week

This event is to be held in January 2010 at Berlin.  If any leading breeder or member would be willing to attend to represent The Welsh Black Cattle Society please contact the Builth Wells office.  For more details of the event please contact Achim Vogt on Achim.Vogt@online.de 

In order to process your enquiries as efficiently as possible please note:

For cattle registrations, Society membership or Invoice or payment enquiries please phone Pat at Caernarfon on 01286 672391.

For Organic Club activities, Promotion of Welsh Black beef, Bi-Lingual and Information Technology please phone Dafydd James on 01982 551111.

Any general enquiries or messages for the Chief Executive please phone Trisha on 01982 551111.

The Society wishes all members during 2009 a productive and safe season on the land, in the summer show rings and at sales.

Yours sincerely

                                          Andrew James, Chief Executive 
