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NEWSLETTER September 2009
Dear Member 
`
ABRI Breed plan

An open evening to all Welsh Black members is to be held at 7pm on Tuesday the 29 September 2009 at the Menter & Business offices at Aberystwyth.  Present will be Barbara Webster of ABRI who will give an insight into the ABRI breed plan.   

For further information about ABRI go to website- http://breedplan.une.edu.au
Low cattle entries at Royal Welsh Show 2009
A great deal of discussion and concern has been expressed regarding the low number of cattle entries at the 2009 Royal Welsh Show.  In order to address the issue, and prepare an official response to the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society’s Livestock Committee, a sub-committee from the Society Council has been selected who will review show entries.  Incentives to attract new and young exhibitors will be considered and Council would appreciate all ideas and thoughts, no later than Monday 28 September, for inclusion in the discussion on Tuesday 29 September.  Please send comments/ideas in a letter or e-mail to Builth Wells.

English Association AGM, Dinner & Farm Walks –

The weekend gathering is primarily for English members but an invitation is extended to all to join.  The event for Saturday 3 October is c/o Mr Hugh Crossley at Summerleyton Hall in Suffolk and for Sunday 4 October c/o Mark Robinson (Carbrooke Farms)Ltd in Norfolk – visits not to be missed!  For further details call Mrs Janet Dimery-Seek on 01749 672344.

Autumn Sales of Pedigree Breeding cattle
Sales dates are: Friday 23rd October at Llandovery to include a Dispersal sale of the Emley Herd, with 27 lots plus 6 calves at heel c/o S&K Anthony, Hereford. 
Tuesday 3rd November at Dolgellau; Friday 13th November at Carlisle; Friday 20th November at Abergavenny 

Entries are currently being accepted by Pat Thompson at the Caernarfon office and member support for the sales will be greatly appreciated.

Please note the new format as of October – heifers can be sold in pairs or lots of 3,4 and 5 in order to help large scale beef farmers with selling their cattle at sales.  Heifers do not have to be haltered, led or prepared and this new practise of selling breeding females should be welcomed by commercial and cross-bred cattle breeders.  The usual format of pre-sale showing of individual cattle will continue.

New Policies at Pedigree Sales

The following 2 issues have been addressed and approved and will be effective as of October 2009:

1. The upset price for all breeding bulls will be 1,000gns.  Previously a bull could be sold for 800gns.  With so many steers and forward stores selling for this price it has become unacceptable to allow bulls to be sold for less than 1,000gns at Society sales.

2. Vendors are asked to confirm the status of male calves when sold with their dams – please state bull calf or castrated calf.  A male calf has on a previous occasion resulted in a buyer believing they had bought a potential bull only to find it had been castrated.  Your co-operation in clearly describing your animals will help in promoting your cattle.

Borderway Agri Expo 2009 –

Will be held on Friday 31 October at the Borderway Market, Carlisle and £150 has been secured covering the cost of the Society Stand for the 1 day event.  Mr John Pratt, Brecon Council member, is donating £100 and Mr Gerwyn Davies of the NFU, Llandeilo is donating £50.  Mr &Mrs Peter and Wendy Scott of West Rennington Farm, Alnwick in Northumberland is supplying a cow and calf (cross bred) for the stand.

The event, organised by Harrison & Hetherington Ltd, is a great opportunity to promote the breed and meet potential cattle buyers.  The Carlisle sale will be held 2 weeks later at the same location. 

**STOP PRESS**

At the time of printing the Newsletter there are only a few entries received for Carlisle sale and I fear the sale will be cancelled unless more entries are received.  I am looking for maiden and in-calf heifers as these are the animals sought after from suckler herds in the Scottish and border areas.  Please telephone Builth Wells.

Private Sales

Would all vendors who sell direct from the farm please note that a private transfer fee of £10 + VAT per animal is due to the Society.  Breeders who fail to inform the Society of a sale may find this will affect registrations of cattle at a future time, when buyers wish to register offspring.  Please remember your commitment to the Society and respond accordingly.

Royal Welsh Winter Fair, Builth Wells

Exhibitors are reminded that the entry closing date for the 2009 Winter Fair is Wednesday 21 October.  Sponsoring exhibitors in 2009 are society auctioneers Farmers Marts (RG Jones) Ltd, Dolgellau - £300 (divided £200 for Champion Welsh Black and £100 for Reserve Champion Welsh Black) and both Clee, Tomkinson & Francis, Llandovery and J Straker, Chadwick & Sons, Abergavenny have donated £100 each.

Agri Live, Smithfield –

The 2 day event will be held on Friday 11 and Saturday 12 December 2009 at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire.  The Royal Smithfield Club is seeking support from the Society with cattle entries.  For further details contact Geoff Burgess, Royal Smithfield Club Secretary, on 01225 837904.  Entries close on Monday 5 October.

Cattle export –

The export of cattle to Denmark during late spring 2009 witnessed 18 females and 1 bull being sold.  4 breeders were involved, from north and south Wales as follows:

8 heifers from Mr Alwyn Morris, Bro-Waen Herd; 4 heifers and 1 bull from Mr Rowland Rees, Brysgaga Herd; 3 heifers from Mr Emyr Jones, Graig-Goch Herd; 3 heifers from Mr Colin Evans, Rhuddel Herd.
The intensive herd health testing is very trying and all farmers who have been involved with export will relate to this!!  I am informed that both Denmark and Germany will be looking for cattle in 2010, so please if you have cattle or know of someone keen to sell for export please contact the Builth office.

Bull & Female of the Year
Congratulations and a special thank you to all cattle exhibitors who have represented the breed at local, county and national agricultural shows in 2009.  The results of the Bull & Female of the Year competition are as follows:

Bull of the Year:

1st Gwarcwm Max 10th. Mr D Huw Jones, Llety Cynnes, Bow Street, Ceredigion; 90 points after 8 shows

2nd Eirianfa Griff 2nd. A,E & C Griffiths, Glandulas Isaf, Lampeter, Ceredigion; 39 points after 4 shows 

3rd Llainshed Erddyn 6th Debbie & Richard Cumming, Blaencwrre, Carmarthenshire; 34 points after 6 shows
Female of the Year:

1st Llainshed Beti 2nd Debbie & Richard Cumming, Blaencwrre, Carmarthenshire; 59 points after 8 shows
2nd Dancoed Mair 8th   Gwynfryn & Marian Phillips, Dancoed, Pembrokeshire; 52 points after 5 shows
3rd Penwernhir Meg 3rd Ken Ellis a’i Feibion, Ynysfor, Bryncrug, Tywyn; 42 points after 5 shows
The 2009 Bull & Female competition was sponsored £1,000 by the Farmers Union of Wales.

Public Relations and Breed Promotion

At the time of reading the autumn newsletter you will all be aware of the 2 major press releases and adverts to promote the breed and the activities organised by the Society.  The Farmers Guardian has printed adverts and editorials on Friday 4 September and Friday 18 September.  These publications are in response to member comments from the 2008 County meetings, to further promote the breed and secure better cattle prices at sales.  Member’s views and comments are important and greatly valued!

County Meetings

The Society Council has decided not to arrange formal County Meetings as in previous years during autumn 2009.  However, some counties, for example Ceredigion, are organising meetings direct through the elected Council members.  Any member wishing to discuss any issue regarding Welsh Black cattle should contact their elected Council member for advice and support.

Autumn Farm Walks

Several Society members are hosting farm walks/talks during the autumn and the Society wishes to thank the hosts for their welcome and hospitality, including Jonathan Pugh and family, Ty Talgarth, Nantymoel, Bridgend, Mid-Glamorgan and Mr Frank Sutton and family, Parc Grace Dieu, The Hendre, Monmouth, who hosted farm walks on 18 & 19 September.  All these events were highlighted in the Farmers Guardian on 4th  September and on the Society web site.

Organic Farm Walk 
On 30 October 2009 the Society’s Organic Club has organised a farm walk on two Organic farms in Carmarthenshire.  The first walk will commence at 10am at Mr & Mrs John James, Fferm Tyllwyd, Felingwm Uchaf, Carmarthen, Carmarthenshire, followed by the second venue at 2pm with Mr & Mrs Stephen Baker, Disgwylfa, Pontyberem, Carmarthenshire. Refreshments will be provided.  People with Sat Nav’s or Tom Tom’s for Fferm Tyllwyd enter SA327QE and for Disgwylfa enter SA155NW.
Fundraising for the Society Pavilion at Builth Wells

The Society wishes to thank and congratulate the following hard working and committed members who have raised sums of money for the Building Fund:
1. Ceredigion County – A Concert & BBQ on Saturday 23 May at Cerigcaranau Farm, Talybont, Ceredigion c/o Mr &Mrs DB Jenkins (£16,000)

2. Young Member Ambassador – A Concert & Raffle at St Peters Civic Hall, Carmarthen c/o Miss Angharad Francis and family, Pistyll Uchaf, Abergorlech, Carmarthenshire (£4,270 +)

3. Caernarfon Council member, Mrs Sioned Jones, Talymignedd – A Car Boot Sale held at Crugan Farm, Llanbedrog, Pwllheli. (£1,057.27)

4. Carmarthenshire Council member, Mrs Christine Carberry will hold a Supper Auction on Saturday 24 October at the White Hart, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire.  (The 1st event held in April 2008 raised £4,000+).
Please support this forthcoming event which will offer 50 exclusive goods for sale.  Bids will also be accepted by calling Christine Carberry direct on 07971973160.

Any Council member with proposals for Pavilion Fundraising please notify the Builth Wells office with details of dates etc.

Dovecote Park

A direct opportunity has become available for Welsh Black beef finishers to market their cattle direct to Dovecote Park who are in partnership with ‘Waitrose’.  The Society encloses a brief from Dovecote Park, Livestock department and for further details contact Mr Rob Bunn direct.

Polled Welsh Black cattle –

The Welsh Black Polled Cattle Club has recently produced a promotional leaflet which was primarily financed by members of the Club. (Copy available on request)
During the 2009 summer months leading WB polled cattle breeders have liaised with Bristol University and Meriel, the pharmaceutical company, to test sires and dams.  This is a trial to identify which animals are homozygous polled – that is polled sires which throw 100% polled calves irrespective whether the dam is polled.  This is an exciting project in its early days, prior to promoting polled cattle with confidence as to their status. Statistic – in 2008, 187 polled female cattle and 5 bulls were registered with the Society which is equivalent to 7% of all cattle registered.

The Polled Welsh Black Cattle Breeders Club arranged a farm walk on Tuesday 22 September 2009, commencing at 2pm.  The hosts were Mr &Mrs Eric Davies, Lower Cathedine, Bwlch in Powys whose Cathedine Herd was established in 1975.  

Smallholder Weekend –

During the annual Smallholder & Garden Festival held at the Royal Welsh Showground during May the Society won ‘Best promotional Stand’.  In addition to a rosette and card the Society received £100 prize money.  The cow and calf on the stand was supplied by Colin and Rhian Evans, Nantymoch, Gwynfe, Llangadog in Carmarthenshire, who also sponsored the weekend with £300.  Colin Evans is the newly elected Chairman of the Polled Club.  Congratulations to Colin and the team for their support over the weekend.

Beef Expo Malvern –

Attending the 1 day event bringing 2 polled young home-bred bulls was Mr Hywel Rhys Davies from Hirwaen, Glamorgan, whose polled Morlais Herd was established in 1973.  Many enquiries were noted and the Society was well received by officials of the event organisers, the Three Counties Agricultural Society and the National beef Association.  At the event a home-bred 2 year old Welsh Black maiden heifer, Cwmcynog Katey, bred and exhibited by Mr Elfed Williams, Station Court, Sennybridge in Powys won ‘Best Native Animal’.  Congratulations to Elfed and herd stockpersons, Neil and Sally, on their success.  A special thank you to Mr &Mrs Hywel Davies, Dafydd and family for manning the stand. 

Welsh Blacks on Ramsey Island –

An enquiry from officials of the RSPB early in 2009 has resulted in 4 yearling Welsh Black heifers being installed on Ramsey Island, Pembrokeshire, as part of an improved grazing and environmental project.  Our native cattle are excellent foragers and their traits are highly sought after by various new buyers.  Yet again another good PR exercise where our cattle will be seen and valued.

Okehampton Show, Devon –

Despite cancellations of the show over the past 2 years, on Thursday 14 August 2009 the Chief Executive, together with English Council member Mr Roger Winsor promoted Welsh Black cattle at this 1 day show.  Mr Winsor kindly displayed a pure Welsh Black cow with her bull calf at heel on the stand.  A PR exercise worthy of attending.

Royal Show 2009 –

The demise of the Royal Show at Stoneleigh Park is disappointing news but a clear indication of the difficulties facing the industry.  The Society did attend with 6 exhibitors showing 8 animals.  5 of the exhibitors were competing at the Royal for the first time.

The Chief Executive collected £1,500 cash sponsorship from 6 different sources.  £200 each was presented to each exhibitor attending the show and £300 was used to provide a buffet for all exhibitors, stockmen and sponsors of the show.  In addition vouchers from Osmonds valued @ £120 each were awarded to lucky exhibitors, a total value of £600.  The Society was also invited on the Thursday to join ASDA, Royal Show sponsors, at a free hospitality reception within the main ring.  I’m told all had a great welcome!

All in all, the event was good PR for our breeders and our Society.  There are rumours of a beef event in 2011 to replace the gap left in the summer circuit in England – more details in due course.

Royal Bath & West Show

Organisers of the show are inviting Welsh Black cattle entries for their 2010 Show.  The show is to be held on 2 - 5 June 2010.  Welsh Black classes will be held on the Saturday and for more details phone Mr Alan Lyons, Show Manager on 01749 822200.  Please support.

Young Member Ambassador

Miss Angharad Francis, Pistyll Uchaf, Abergorlech, Carmarthenshire, the Young Member Ambassador (YMA) for 2009, has had a busy summer in office.  Together with her younger brother, Rhys, she won the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and the stock judging competition at the Royal Show, not forgetting the endless rosettes and prizes for sheep judging and showing their Jacob, Schwarbles sheep.  During the first weekend in September Angharad and her father, Aneirin, travelled to Germany to help the German Welsh Black cattle breeders with the skills of breeding, feeding, handling and preparing animals for showing.  Angharad has proved to be an excellent young member who has excelled herself.
Miss Katie Pugh, Ty Talgarth, Nantymoel, Bridgend, Mid-Glamorgan, the Deputy Young Member Ambassador, will take up her role as YMA at the next AGM during May 2010.  Any young member, 18 to 25 years of age, interested to apply as Deputy YMA from 2010 to 2011should request an application form from the Builth Wells office.

2009 Herd Book & Journal –

The 2008 Herd Book is with the printers and will be posted to all who have subscribed.  At the time of writing this report the Journal is also in final stage and will also to be sent, to those who subscribe, during the autumn.  I apologise for the delay and hope the wait will be worthwhile.

PLEASE NOTE:  New members are kindly reminded that unless they instruct the Society that they wish to purchase the following items they will not be issued –

Hard Cover copy of the annual Herd Book - £22;   Annual Journal - £10;   Society Calendar - £3.50*

Please telephone Pat at Caernarfon on 01286 672391 to confirm your requirements.

* As from 2010 the Welsh Black Cattle Society Calendar will cost £3.50 + post & package, an increase of £1.  This will be sent in December to those members who have pre-ordered.
Peiran Max (AI)
Approximately 440 straws of semen from a young performance-recorded sire is now available for sale.  The semen collection was supported by Hybu Cig Cymru as part of the Beef Breed Improvement Scheme.  The selected sire had to be Signet recorded and within the top 10% of the breed for breed recording data.
Born August 2007, the home-bred bull from ADAS Wales, Pwllpeiran, Cwmystwyth, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion was sired by Peiran Earl (Vol 95) and out of Peiran Ewig 59th (Vol 84).

Semen is £10 a straw and for sale direct from Alta Cymru Ltd on 01994 231734.
For full details of sire pedigree is available on the Society web site.

Outstanding Accounts

All members with accounts due for payment to the Welsh Black Cattle Society are kindly reminded to pay the outstanding amounts as soon as possible.  An immediate response would be greatly appreciated.
Conclusion

Despite a wet summer I hope all members have now had their harvest.  I wish you all success at our forthcoming pedigree breeding and store sales, whether you are buying or selling.  Thank you for your support and custom.


Yours sincerely

Andrew James, Chief Executive

