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                                                                           NEWSLETTER                         December 2010
Dear Member 

Please find enclosed 1. Bi-lingual Newsletter; 2. Welsh Black Cattle Society Annual Return (Glastir); 

3. Sale dates for 2011; 4. Show dates for 2011; 5. Breed Questionnaire (as part of the newly formed Agri Breed Improvement Scheme; 6. List of Council Members for 2010 – 2013.
Several members commented about not receiving a September Newsletter.  At the April Council meeting it was agreed to merge the September and end of year Newsletters to reduce Society expenditure.  Although savings have been made, Council have agreed to review the situation in 2011 and we apologise for any inconvenience.

The letter for cattle registrations in 2011 will be ‘Q’.
Pedigree sale

The next pedigree breeding sale will be held on Tuesday 11 January 2011 at Dolgellau with auctioneers Farmers Marts (RG Jones) Ltd. tel: 01341 422334.  Please note a change of judging and sale times – Judging to commence at 10am and the Sale to commence at 12 noon. (This will apply to all sales)
Society Sales
Please note that as of January 2011 all cattle entered for pedigree sales must come from either Johne’s disease Accredited Herds or from herds testing for Johne’s disease in a CheCS approved health scheme.

All exhibitors are reminded that livestock handlers must wear a white coat when competing in the pre-sale show AND in the sale ring.  Presentation and high standards are essential and reflect good management and your co-operation will be appreciated.

Steer Certificates

The Welsh Black Cattle Society Council would like to remind all members of the importance of registering steers.  For a mere £5 per steer, or heifer intended for slaughter, the pedigree certificate gives re-assurance to outlets that require pedigree status.  Although Council are aware of outlets that do not require a pedigree certificate there are plenty of small marketing stores, shops and butchers who promote the beef with the confidence of full traceability.  Only members can decide the true value of registering their steers by weighing up all the issues!!

Advice and Support from Council members

Any member of The Welsh Black Cattle Society in need of help, advice, guidance and support with cattle inspection, preparing cattle for a show or sale, grading-up pure Welsh Black cattle etc. can contact a local Council member. (A list is enclosed as noted above)
Livestock Inspectors will be in attendance at all Society Pedigree sales.  The aim of the Inspectors is to secure a standard of animal, of breed characteristics and condition, suitable to market at the approved Society Pedigree Sales.  The Council of The Welsh Black Cattle Society support the decision of the Inspectors and request that all owners of cattle must also respect the Inspector’s decision.  If you are in doubt regarding an animal please contact your local Council Member for advice.

Society Pavilion Development

Mr Kevin Thomas, Llechwedd, Capel Iwan, Carmarthenshire has been appointed as the builder responsible for the building renovations.  The work will commence in December and be completed by May 2011. 

Fundraising for the Society Pavilion at Builth Wells
Miss Katie Pugh, the Young Member Ambassador 2010-2011, recently presented £2,350 towards the building fund, after a successful BBQ and live entertainment evening held at Ty Talgarth, Nantymoel, Bridgend, Glamorgan.  Katie will also participate in a 50 mile horse ride during the spring and any member wishing to sponsor her can contact Katie direct on 07963904888.
The Anglesey and Caernarfonshire counties held a successful Welsh Black beef dinner, auction and raffle and have collectively raised approximately £10,000.  Their Grand Raffle will be drawn at the Council meeting on Tuesday 8 February at Builth Wells.  Any member wishing to purchase tickets please contact the Builth Wells office.

600 Club

The initial Welsh Black Cattle Society’s 500 Club draw ran for 12 months and, due to its success the Council have agreed to a revised draw.  This will be a 600 Club with tickets costing £20 for a year and tickets will be available in January 2011.  For further details contact Mr Robert Williams, Council member for Ceredigion on 01970 832382.

Membership and registration fees as of January 2011.

A small administrative increase will be incurred on the following fees as of 1 January 2011 –

1. The sale of pedigree breeding stock sold privately between members will cost the vendor £15 (+VAT) per animal.  The fee will be payable to the society who will up-date Society records and produce a new pedigree certificate for the purchaser.

2. The purchase of a Herd Prefix on joining the Society will be raised from £20 to £50.  This is a one-off payment that will only affect new members.

Herd Health Report

The herd health programme is now in its eleventh year. Huge progress has been made during that time in controlling Johne’s disease within the breed. Around seventy percent of cattle entered for Society pedigree sales are now coming from herds accredited free of Johne’s disease. Herd health has now become widely recognised amongst the beef breeds as being increasingly important. The terminal sire breeds have recently made it a condition of entry to their society sales that health declarations are provided. In some breeds it is also mandatory that they are members of a CheCS approved health scheme to enter society sales and in at least one breed cattle must also be BVD virus negative.  Johne’s disease and BVD are seen as the priority diseases for accreditation where herds are selling breeding stock. In Scotland a consultation paper is at present being studied with a view to introducing a national eradication scheme for BVD. Many Welsh Black herds are accredited free of BVD and in view of the emphasis being put on this disease at present those breeders not yet testing their herds for this disease should consider doing so. It is not expensive as testing requirements are only five animals per group of young stock in the age range of 9-18 months, with a minimum of ten animals per year (if there are less than ten animals in this age range then it is only necessary to test as many as there are).

For more information on the Society’s scheme please contact Bruce Lawson on 01341 422239

Results of the Bull & Female of the Year Competition

Bull of the Year

1st – with 90 points from 8 shows is GWERNCYNYDDION RHYS 37TH 

The bull, bred by Mr Robert J Evans, Gwern-Cynyddion, Llanbedr, is owned and was exhibited by Mr Hugh Williams BVetMed, MRCVS of Dolaugwyn, Tywyn, Gwynedd.  

2nd – with 67 points from 8 shows is RHYDDID NIDIAN exhibited by Mrs Lyn Foxwell, Tyddyn Rhyddid, Harlech. 

3rd – with 36 points from 5 shows is LLAINSHED ERDDYN 14TH exhibited by Debbie and Richard Cumming, Blaencwarre, Hermon in Carmarthenshire.  

Female of the Year

1st – with 54 points from 6 shows is TRYFIL CAMELIA exhibited by Mr Ioan Roberts, Tryfil Isaf, Llanerchymedd, Ynys Mon 

2nd – with 52 points from 4 shows is YNYSFOR ROSE 3RD exhibited by Mr Ken Ellis a’i Feibion, Ynysfor, Bryncrug, Tywyn.  

3rd – with 40 points after 8 shows – TREFYCHAN AR DAF DILYS 4TH exhibited by Mr Nigel Morgans and Family, Park View, Whitland, Carmarthenshire. 

Royal Welsh Winter Fair

Congratulations to all exhibitors of pedigree Welsh Black animals that competed in the 2010 Winter Fair at Builth Wells.  5 heifers, including 1 heifer that competed in the baby beef class, and 10 steers took part in the annual 2 day show and sale.  The prize winners were as follows:

Pedigree Welsh Black Heifer (4 entries)

1st – Peiran Vera 174th, bred by ADAS, Pwllpeiran, Cwmystwyth, Ceredigion and exhibited by Messrs Derrick & Lynn Davies, Tynddraenen, Trefenter, Ceredigion.

2nd – Dancoed Sian, bred by Gwynfryn and Marian Phillips, Dancoed, Cwm Gwaun, Sir Benfro and exhibited by Messrs William, Meinir and Angharad Davies, Brynglas, Ponterwyd, Ceredigion.

3rd – Morlais Enn 19th (Polled), bred by Mr Hywel Davies, Cefn Don Partnership, Hirwaen, Glamorgan.  The heifer was exhibited by Mrs Ian Lewis and Carwyn, Gwarcoed Einon, Llanwenog, Llanybydder, Ceredigion.

Junior Pedigree Welsh Black Steer (weighing over 542kgs and under 588kgs)(5 entries):
1st – Waedog Max 3rd, bred and exhibited by Mr Emyr Wyn Jones a’i Feibion, Rhiw Waedog, Rhosygwalia, Bala, Gwynedd.

2nd – Gwarcwm Xavier 7th, bred and exhibited by Mr D Huw Jones, Llety Cynnes, Bow Street, Ceredigion.

3rd – Waedog Max 21st, bred and exhibited by Mr Emyr Wyn Jones a’i Feibion, Rhiw Waedog, Rhosygwalia, Bala, Gwynedd.

Senior Pedigree Welsh Black Steer (weighing over 594kgs and under 730kgs)(5 entries):
1st – ‘Geraint’, bred by Mr Geraint Jones-Lewis, Rhyd-y-Gof Isa, Pont Creuddyn, Llanbed, Ceredigion.  The prize winning steer was exhibited by Messrs Derrick & Lynn Davies, Tynddraenen, Trefenter, Ceredigion.

2nd – Trefychan-ar-Daf, bred and exhibited by Messrs NR & Ben Morgans, Park View, Trevaughan, Whitland, Carmarthenshire.

3rd – Seisiog Hebog 43rd – bred and exhibited by Mr Tecwyn Jones, Ty Newydd, Nebo, Llanrwst, Denbighshire.

Welsh Black Breed Champion – Brothers Derrick and Lynn Davies and family, Tynddraenen, Trefenter, Aberystwyth.  This is the 4th consecutive year the Davies family have won the Championship award and they received a sale price of £2.31/kg for the 720kg senior steer.  Purchasing the prize winner was Mr Enzo Sauro of Cig Calon Cymru at Crosshands.

Reserve Breed Champion – Nigel and Ben Morgan, Trevaughan, Whitland in Carmarthenshire.  This was the first time for the family to compete at the Winter Fair and their 596kg steer was sold for £2.10kg to Mr Doug Willis from Monmouthshire, who bought a total of 7 pedigree steers at the sale.

Beef Promotions Committee – Presentation of awards

At the 2010 Royal Welsh Winter Fair, Miss Lorraine Howells, Chairman of the Beef Promotions Committee, presented certificates to members/butchers who market only 100% Welsh Black beef.  A total of 19 members have registered to confirm their support of the breed by marketing ONLY Welsh Black beef.  Any outlet or butcher not already receiving the Certificate from the Society, which is renewed every year, should contact the Builth Wells office.

Royal Smithfield Christmas Fatstock Show

Congratulations to the Jones family, Ty Newydd, Nebo, Llanrwst, Denbighshire (Seisiog Herd) on a successful show in November 2010 at Peterborough.  Mr Tecwyn Jones won Breed Champion in the Native Breed class with his home bred Seisiog steer.  Llyr Jones, son of Tecwyn and Janice Jones, at 12 years of age won the Junior Young Handlers Competition AND Reserve Supreme Champion in the Overall Young Handlers Competition which is open to members up to 26 years of age.

South of England Fatstock Show

Congratulations to Mr &Mrs Ian and Carmel Allan, Meirios Farm, Ashington, Pulborough, West Sussex, who won Best Native Beef Breed with their home bred Ashington steer.

Results of the Royal Welsh Show 2010.

A much improved cattle entry was recorded at the Royal Welsh Show as compared to 2009 and the Society thanks all exhibitors for their support and attendance.  Congratulations are extended to all members especially the following prize winners:

Overall Breed Champion was Ynysfor Rose 3rd, a home bred in-calf heifer, exhibited by Mr Ken Ellis a’i Feibion, Ynysfor, Bryncrug, Tywyn.  This female champion was also awarded Reserve Supreme Individual Beef Champion at the Show.

The Champion Bull at the show was Gwerncynyddion Rhys 37th, bred by Mr Robert Evans, Gwerncynyddion, Llanbedr, Gwynedd, who was exhibited by Messrs E.LL & M Williams, Dolaugwyn, Tywyn.

Reserve Champions in the Inter Beef Pair competition were Ynysfor Rose 3rd and Gwerncynyddion Rhys 37th.

Results of the Talybont National Show 2010

The Female Champion was Ynysfor Rose 3rd, a 3 year old in-calf heifer, bred and exhibited by Mr Ken Ellis a’i Feibion of Ynysfor, Bryncrug, Tywyn.

Reserve Female champion was another 3 year old home bred, in-calf heifer Tryfil Camelia, bred and exhibited by Mr Ioan Roberts, Tryfil Isaf, Llanerchymedd, Ynys Mon.

The Champion Bull award was won by a 6 year old bull Gwerncynyddion Rhys 37th, bred by Mr Robert Jones, Gwern-Cynyddion, Llanbedr, Gwynedd.  The bull was exhibited by Messrs EL & M Williams, Dolaugwyn, Tywyn.

The Reserve champion bull was a junior bull, Rhyddid Nidian, born 8 March 2009, bred and exhibited by Mrs Lyn Foxwell, Tyddyn Rhyddid near Harlech.

Overall Breed Champion was Ynysfor Rose 3rd, who was the Welsh Black Breed Champion and Reserve Champion in the Interbeef Breed Championship at the 2010 Royal Welsh Show in July.

In addition to the well supported classes for bulls, females and calves the classes for Young handlers, under 12 and under 16 years respectively, attracted 15 junior members to the judging ring.  The results of these were:

Junior Young Handler under 12 years of age –

1st – William Lewis, neighbour of Doug Rowbotham, Penwernhir, Pontrydfendigaid

2nd – Llyr Jones, Llety Cynnes, Bow Street

3rd – Evan Rowbotham, Penwernhir, Pontrhydfendigaid

Junior Young Handler 12 to 16 years of age –

1st – Caryl Griffiths, Glandulas Isaf, Llangybi, Lampeter

2nd – Dafydd James, son of Gwyndaf James formerly of Ffynongripil, Ceredigion

3rd – Angharad Davies, Brynglas, Ponterwyd, Aberystwyth

The Welsh Black Cattle Society’s National Show 

In 2010 the Society Council chose Talybont Show as the ‘National Show’ and this was a very successful day.  For 2011 the Society’s National Show will be Anglesey County Show, held Tuesday 10 & Wednesday 11 August 2011.  Please support the Show. 

Beef South West at Exeter

The Society had a successful day during September at the event with a polled Welsh Black cow and calf from the Cathedine Herd, displayed by Mr &Mrs Eric Davies and family.

Beef Expo at Carlisle

The Society attended the event in October with 2 cows and calves on display from the Rhiwlas Herd c/o Mr Robin Price, Rhiwlas, Bala.  Both cows were pedigree but 1 cow had a pedigree Welsh Black heifer calf and the other had a Charolais cross calf at-heel.  Also at the Beef Expo Show, new members Peter and Ann Moss, Ewebank Farm, Rokeby, County Durham received a 3rd and 4th prize in the Native Heifer class with their pedigree Welsh Black heifers.
2011 AGM & Dinner

Society Presidents, Mr &Mrs Gwynfryn and Marian Phillips, Dancoed, Cwm Gwaun, Pembrokeshire extend a warm welcome to all members to join them at the 2011 AGM and Dinner in May.  The date will be Saturday 14 May 2011 at the Wolfscastle Country Hotel & Restaurant, Wolf’s Castle, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA62 5LZ tel: 01437 741225; e-mail: enquiries@wolfscastle.com  More details regarding the event will be sent in April but for those wishing to reserve accommodation please contact the Hotel.

Oxford Farming Conference

The annual 3 day Conference will be held on 4–6 January 2011 at the Examination Schools, High Street, Oxford.  For further details contact the secretariat on 01932 589804 or OFC@farming.co.uk
British Cattle Breeders Club Conference

The annual 3 day event will be held on 24–26 January 2011 at the Telford Golf & Spa Hotel, just off the M54 in Shropshire.  For further details contact secretary Lesley Lewin on 01409 241579 or e-mail: lesley.lewin@cattlebreeders.org 

Three Counties Show, Malvern

The Society Council have agreed to forward a list of suitable breed classes to the livestock committee of the above show.  This will provide an opportunity for members to exhibit Welsh Black cattle at the 2011 show which is to be held on 17 – 19 June 2011.  Contact details are: Three Counties Agricultural Society, The Showground, Malvern, Worcs WR13 6NW; tel: 01684 584901; e-mail: livestock@threecounties.co.uk 

The Welsh Black Cattle Society’s 100th Herd Book

The society council have appointed Mr Ioan Roberts of Ynys Mon to write a report to mark the Society’s 100th Volume of the Herd Book which is to be printed within 2 years time.  The current Volume 98 was recently posted to members who have requested a copy.  To ensure all important events and photographs, over the past 50 years, are included please contact or forward your contribution direct to Ioan at Tryfil Isaf, Llanerchymedd, tel: 01248 470469; m: 077990951044; e-mail: edse04@bangor.ac.uk 
Please help with the content of this important publication!
Details of literature/correspondence available to members
Herd Book – Vol 98 is sold at £22 per copy, including p/p.  This is the full membership database and list of cattle registrations for the 12 month period.

Society Journal – The 2010 Journal will be posted to members during January 2011 at a cost of £10 per copy, including p/p.  Council have instigated several changes to the content and format in order to produce a more promotional publication, including the size which will now be A4.

Calendar – At a cost of £3.50, including p/p, the Calendar will be posted to all members who have requested a copy.  This contains all essential sales, shows and Society dates of importance and if you wish to have a copy please contact Pat at the Caernarfon office.
Outstanding Accounts

The end of the year is fast approaching and the Society would be grateful if all outstanding accounts are settled as soon as possible.  If there is any problem with payment please contact the Caernarfon office – part payment is better than no payment!
PLEASE NOTE: As of 2011 any member who has an outstanding account for more than 12 months will not be sent publications until payment is received.  Reminder letters and failure to recover monies is not sustainable and any member can contact the Chief Executive in confidence to discuss and resolve the issue.
PLEASE CONSIDER THE REQUEST SERIOUSLY IF THIS REMINDER APPLIES TO YOU – AND APOLOGIES IF YOU ARE A MEMBER WHO PAYS PROMPTLY!

Certificates for up-graded cattle

In order to clarify the position, Council wish to inform members that a male calf registered as a steer at birth can be up-graded to a breeding bull if it is found on inspection to be suitable as a breeding sire.  A charge will be made for a DNA test and the full registration fee for a bull.

Deputy Young Member Ambassador

Entries are currently being received for the above position and completed entry forms must be at the Builth Wells office by 15 March 2011.  Mr Lee Pritchard from Glamorgan is the current Deputy Young Member Ambassador and in May 2011 will become the Young Member Ambassador for 2011 to 2012.

3rd Welsh Black Cattle Society World Conference

This will be held from 10 to 20 August 2012 and hosted by the German Welsh Black cattle breeders.  A total of 10 days will be needed, to include a variety of farm visits and local sights and if any member is interested please contact the Builth Wells office.

Finally the Society wishes all members an enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Sincerely

Andrew James, Chief Executive
