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NEWSLETTER January 2010

Dear Member 


HAPPY NEW YEAR!  The Society wishes all members a prosperous and peaceful New Year and hopes that 2010 produces continued quality cattle for the forthcoming shows and sales.  
The letter for 2010 is ‘P’.
Dolgellau Pedigree Sale, January 2010 

The new date for the Society’s cattle breeding sale is Friday 29 January 2010.  109 animals, including 32 bulls are entered. Pre-sale judging starts 9.00am and the sale 11.30am prompt.

Society Calendar

The annual Calendar for 2010 is late this year but is due to be mailed direct to members any day.  Apologies for the delay and I hope that the quality of the calendar, with pictures, makes up for the lateness.

Royal Welsh Winter Fair 2009

Congratulations to all that exhibited at the Royal Welsh Winter Fair 2009 at Builth Wells.  The 20th annual 2-day winter fatstock show saw Messrs Derrick and Lynn Davies, from Tynddraenen, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion, win ‘Breed Champion’ for the 3rd consecutive year and, on all 3 occasions, with an ADAS bred pedigree Welsh Black animal.  Meinir Gwilym, weighing 379kgs, was not sold at the auction.  The results were:

Pedigree Welsh Black Heifer (4 entries)

1st Meinir Gwilym – Exhibited by Derrick and Lynn Davies, Tynddraenen, Trefenter, Aberystwyth.  The heifer was bred by ADAS Wales, Pwlpeiran, Cwmystwyth.

2nd Penwernhir Mairwen 6th – Exhibited by Mr &Mrs I & A Lewis and Son, Gwarcoed Einon, Llanwenog, Llanybydder, Carmarthenshire.  The heifer was bred by Mr Doug Rowbotham, Penwernhir, Pontrhydyfendigaid, Aberystwyth.

3rd Clegir Lily – Bred and exhibited by Messrs GW & RW Thomas & Sons, Llechwedd, Tyn Lon, Holyhead, Anglesey.

4th Coedllys Meriel 11th – Bred and exhibited by William and Meinir Davies, Brynglas, Ponterwyd, Aberystwyth.

Pedigree Welsh Black Steer (7 entries)

1st Seisiog Baron 60th – Bred and exhibited by Mr Tecwyn Jones, Ty Newydd, Nebo, Llanrwst, Denbighshire.

2nd Gwarcwm Max 29th – Bred and exhibited by Mr D Huw Jones, Llety Cynnes, Bow Street, Ceredigion.

3rd Geraint – Exhibited by Derrick and Lynn Davies, Tynddraenen, Trefenter, Aberystwyth.  The steer was bred by ADAS Wales, Pwllpeiran, Cwmystwyth, Ceredigion.

4th Coedllys Brenin – Bred and exhibited by William and Meinir Davies, Brynglas, Ponterwyd, Aberystwyth.

Agri-Live Smithfield

The new event held its debut at Stoneleigh Park on Friday 11th and Saturday 12 December 2009.  It was a brand new food, technology and business event focusing on British Farming and co-organised by the Royal Agricultural Society of England and the Royal Smithfield Club.  Two Welsh Black steers represented the Society at the 2-day event in the ‘Best Native Breed’ classes, based on weight.

Class 6C – 1st Pennant Seraff – Bred and exhibited by Messrs IH & JE Roberts, Pennant, Ysbyty Ifan, Betws-y-Coed, Gwynedd

Class 5 – 4th Seisiog Bedwyr 149th – Bred and exhibited by Mr Tecwyn Jones, Ty Newydd, Nebo, Llanrwst, Denbighshire.

Congratulations to both exhibitors for representing the breed at this major UK beef event.

The dates for the 2010 event changed since their press release is Thursday 2 December and Friday 3 December 2010.  For further information please contact Sally Ball of the Royal Smithfield Club on 01225 837904 or Alice Bell, Agri-Live Smithfield Manager on 024 76858276.
British Cattle Breeders Conference

The annual 3 day event is to be held 25 – 27 January 2010 at the Telford Golf & Spa Hotel, just off the M54 in Shropshire.  The Society has been offered a discount should any members wish to attend, 10% for 5 delegates or 15% for 10 or more delegates.  For more details contact Lesley Lewin on 01409 241579 or Lesley.lewin@cattlebreeders.org.uk 

Fundraising for the Society Pavilion at Builth Wells

The Society wishes to thank Mrs Christine Carberry, Maple Crest, Llandeilo for organising a second event, a Supper Auction at the White Hart, Llandeilo to raise more funds for the development of the Society pavilion.  

Pembrokeshire members are also holding a Supper Auction at Withybush Showground Pavilion on Saturday 13 March 2010.  Tickets for the event are available direct from Mr Gareth James tel: 01437 532330.

PLEASE SUPPORT!
Any other county or individual with ideas or dates of fundraising events please inform the Builth Wells office by 15 March in order to inform members in the April Newsletter.  Plans and costings of the proposed development are available from Mr Michael Jones, Chairman of the Finance & General Policies Committee.
Wye & Towy Welsh Black Beef Marketing Group

The group had an official launch at the 2009 Royal Welsh Winter Fair, Builth Wells, attended and supported by the Welsh Rural Affairs Minister, Ms Elin Jones AM. 

A group of farmers established this marketing group to supply Welsh Black cattle to Dovecote Park, who supply ‘Waitrose’ who plan to make Welsh Black beef available in all their welsh stores.  The group aspires to improve access to Welsh Black beef through the retail sector, promoting the unique and special attributes of Welsh Black cattle and contributing to the future success of the breed to the long term sustainability of their own family farms and that of breeders across Wales.
The scheme is for pure Welsh Black steers and heifers, sired by Welsh Black bulls that are born, grown and finished in Wales.  Breeders are encouraged to 

· Present store cattle for sale before the age of 24 months

· Include the sire tag number details when registering calves with the BCMS

· Note the Registered Sire name on the BSMS passport

For further information or if you have store cattle available please contact the following:

	Philip Arrowsmith-01597 860391; 07977509038
	John Davies-01874 690293; 07791158465

	Gareth & Jane Davies-01558 822435; 07733883967
	Marian Lewis-01550 720410

	Hywel & Jayne Lewis-01550 720867; 07778602421
	Robert Powell-01982 55383; 07813901065


Registering calves

Members are kindly asked to write the name of the sire of a calf when registering an animal with the British Cattle Movement System (BCMS).  Organisations such as the marketing group can then cross reference details at any time during the life of the animal.  Traceability and authenticity of an animal is vitally important, especially when new marketing groups are established to benefit all Welsh Black cattle breeders.
Steer Registrations

As the Builth office has received several comments of rumours that steer registrations are not necessary I can put the record straight.  The Welsh Black Cattle Society is promoting steer registrations and for a mere £5 payment to the Society each animal will be eligible for a pedigree certificate.  Several outlets are only marketing pure, pedigree Welsh Black beef and the majority of finishers who purchase heifers and steers are insisting on registered cattle.  Please note that cattle described ‘eligible for registration’ are not desirable and prices will soon reflect pedigree status at store sales.  Farmers selling multiples of cattle at store sales should group pedigree, eligible for registration and Welsh Black crosses in separate lots.  Your co-operation is appreciated. 

Cattle required
1. Forward stores wanted throughout the year – contact Philip Arrowsmith on 01597 860391 or 07977509038.

2. Welsh Black crosses from Dairy Herds required for commercial use – contact the Builth Wells office.
3. 6 spring calving heifers needed for farmer under TB restrictions – any farmer with heifers to sell please contact the Builth Wells office as soon as possible.
Cattle wanted for Export

In order to prepare for export enquiries for pedigree Welsh Black cattle the Society asks members to inform the Builth Wells office of any cattle available for sale as of March 2010.  Please note that cattle must be from accredited herds only ie. monitored free of Johne’s disease, BVD, IBR and Leptospirosis.  Both bulls and females are required and females of 9 – 20 months of age are preferred.  Polled cattle are always sought after.
Private sale listings

All members who have contacted the society in recent months with animals for the private sale list/website should please inform the society  promptly once the animal/s have been sold or if you wish to remove the animal/s from the list. Contact the Builth Wells office with your request.

Also remember when contacting the Society regarding private sales that a photograph of the animal/s can also be placed on the web site and this can be very helpful to market your animal. (Please remember that the photo to be included has a low resolution to speed up download speed –Jpeg).

Please Note: Vendors are kindly reminded to pay £10 + VAT on each animal sold privately in order to up-date records.  Cheques to be made payable to The Welsh Black Cattle Society.

Society Sales

The autumn society sales failed to attract vendors to sell in lots of 2,3 or 4 heifers as was advertised in the September newsletter.  This opportunity will still be available in 2010 for members to consider.  Members are however kindly reminded that entries for all sales must be with Pat at the Caernarfon office on the designated date, 6 weeks prior to the sale, to ensure a complete catalogue can be issued in plenty of time for the sale.  LATE ENTRIES WILL BE TAKEN BUT NOT CATALOGUED!!

This practice will be effective as of the May sale in Dolgellau so please note and respond.  Your co-operation is appreciated.
New Business Opportunity

Business partners Mr Andrew Kembery and Mr Collwyn Maddock have recently opened an abattoir and wish all Society members to be aware of their wide range of services.  These range from livestock slaughter to carcase cutting and packaging for those marketing direct from their farm.  For further details contact Andrew Kembery, Sales Director for Maddock Kembery Meats, The Abattoir, Maesteg, Glamorgan CF34 0AJ, on 01656 739073 or 07966133528.
Dalton ID Systems Ltd
Tudur Wynne, National Sales & Business Development Manager, is offering Welsh Black Cattle Society members a special rate for the purchase of Dalton tags, 10% discount on the retail price.  The Society will also receive a rebate of 7.5% of the value of tags sold.  To order contact the free orderline on 0800 838882, free fax orderline on 01491 419001 or order on-line at www.thetags4U.com 
Journal Advertising
Society members are urged to advertise in the Journal 2010.  The Society Council are reviewing the future of the annual Journal, possibly replacing it with a promotional leaflet.  Your co-operation is needed in sending adverts, editorials or photographs with captions, all essential in the promotion of the breed.  Please forward your contributions by 1 March 2010.

Date for your diary
The Society AGM and Dinner will be held on Saturday 8 May 2010 at the Park Lodge Hotel, Parc-y-Llyn, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion SY23 3TL.  The Society has secured an accommodation tariff at 2009 rates and when booking please quote the following rates as agreed by the proprietor Mr Vince Morgan:

Double/Twin room - £86 - £106; Family room - £110 - £150; Single room - £65 - £86 for Bed & Full Welsh Breakfast.  Contact Mr Vince Morgan on 01970 636333.
Full details will be sent again to all members but, in the meantime, please note the following timetable of events for the day:
	2.00pm
	1 hour talk by a representative of the ABRI BREED PLAN c/o Ceredigion County Members Committee

	3.00pm
	Society AGM

	6.30pm
	Pre-Dinner drinks

	7.00pm
	Dinner


Society Council Elections
At the AGM on 8 May 2010 the Society will announce the elected Council Members who will serve for the next 3 years.

During the coming months the Society will write to all members for nominations of those willing to stand for Council for 3 years.  Please note it is imperative that all nominees have agreed for their name to be included on the ballot sheet.  Your vote and contribution is important so please ensure you have your say.  More details in due course. 

Okehampton Show

The annual 1 day show in Devon will be held on 12 August 2010 and this year 2 classes for Welsh Black cattle are to be included in the catalogue.  The cattle will not be haltered but judged in their pen and the 2 classes are as follows:

1. Best Cow and calf 

                                                                        2. Best Heifer any age.
Prize money, 1st - £25; 2nd - £20; 3rd - £15 for each class and £30 for overall Breed Champion has been kindly sponsored by Mr John Pratt, Council member for Brecon.

Would all members especially those in the south west of England please seriously consider supporting the show in order to promote and market the breed in a very popular suckler beef herd region.  For further details contact the Show Secretary, Mrs Gilly Oliver, on 01837 861322.
Canadian Western Agribition

The Society has received an invitation to attend the annual show, held in Novmeber at Regina, Saskachewan.  For the full 8 days of Agribition the largest commercial trade show of its kind features a full spectrum of agricultural products, services and technologies.  For complete and detailed information please check the web site at www.agribition.com 
Hogia Bryn Awel, Herefords

Conor, Gethin, Dafydd & Finn would like to thank everyone who became involved with us on Wednesday 22 July, at the Royal Welsh Show.  As you remember our show heifer, Olive, died there and the kind words and help offered was lovely.  We will never replace Olive but send many thanks to the exhibitors with Welsh Black cattle who started a collection and even carried on when we came home.  We did continue to show for the rest of the season with our very first Hereford and she did us proud.  Words will never be enough for the help and support we had and still continue to receive but from the bottom of our hearts – Diolch yn Fawr Iawn Iawn Iawn, Thank you so very much.

Farmers linking with butchers

If you are a Welsh Black breeder wishing to supply finished cattle direct to a butcher, please forward your contact details to the Builth Wells office:- 01982 551111.

We have a list of butchers all over the country who would like to link up with farmers and we could forward your details to them to get in contact with you.

Herd Health Programme

The herd health programme has now been in operation for ten years. The main focus of the programme has always been the control of Johne’s disease within the breed. The percentage of cattle from herds accredited free of Johne’s disease entered in Society sales has been rising steadily since the scheme started, peaking in 2008 at    71  %.  There has been a slight drop in 2009 to 64%.

Johne’s disease most commonly enters a herd through the purchase of an infected animal that at the time appears to be perfectly healthy. This risk can be minimised by purchasing cattle from herds which are accredited free of the disease and generally the longer a herd has been accredited the safer the cattle are.  The only certain way of knowing whether or not the disease exists in a herd is by testing and the only way of being sure the herd remains free of the disease is by continuing to test on an annual or biennial basis. Testing should be done as a member of and according to the rules of a licensed cattle health scheme.

I urge any breeders not yet testing their herds for Johne’s disease to do so without delay.

A Website?

Are you a breeder that wishes to achieve top prices for your stock either at society sales or privately?

Are you a breeder that wants to sell semen at home and abroad for top prices? 

Are you a breeder that wishes to tell everyone the long history and blood lines you have?

Are you a breeder who wants to market your animals to people all over the country?

Are you a breeder that wishes to export your animals to other countries for a premium?

The answer to all the above questions is a website. A website will market your animals twenty four hours a day, three hundred and sixty five days a year. More and more people use the internet to research and decide on what type of cattle they want to buy. On a website you can show pictures of your success at shows, sales and exports abroad. Also the website can be linked to the society’s site to attract more viewers.  A web site doesn’t need to be complicated or expensive and below are a few key points that are important when considering building a website

· Show the history of your herd e.g. show successes, awards, Blood lines etc

· Put plenty of photographs. (A photo is better than a thousand words). 

· Your farm e.g. Location, system, breeding goals, health status etc.

· Importantly, your contact details.

Prior to a society sale, a website can give extra information that a Sale Catalogue cannot. This can make your cattle stand out from others and potentially attract more bidders. If you are interested you can see examples of websites from forward thinking breeders who have already seen the benefits, on the society website - click on ‘breeders’.
Online Birth Notification

The Welsh Black Cattle Society is pleased to announce that its online birth notification registration form, via your website, is now operational.  Members can find the form under ‘herd book’.   When submitting a completed form a copy will automatically be sent to Pat at Caernarfon for verification, also a copy will be sent to your designated email address as a receipt for your own records. Please make sure that the designated email address is correct to avoid problems.  If members wish to have initial help in registering online please contact the society and we will be more than happy to assist.

Society looking for Pedigree Welsh Black Beef suppliers

If your business sells only Welsh Black beef or you know of a business in your area that does please forward contact details to the Builth Wells office. The Society is always looking for businesses that sell 100% pedigree Welsh Black beef for the Welsh Black Cattle Society Beef Promotions date base.

Outstanding Accounts

Please send any outstanding payments to the Caernarfon office as soon as possible.  If you have a query please phone Pat on 01286 672391.  Your co-operation is greatly appreciated.

Enclosed with the Newsletter are a list of members who joined the Society in 2009 and a list of the Bull & Female of the Year Qualifying Shows for 2010.
Yours sincerely

Andrew James
Chief Executive  

