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                                                                             NEWSLETTER                                        April 2010
Dear Member 

Enclosed is the Notice of the 2010 Annual General Meeting, including the statement of accounts for 2009. PLEASE NOTE: The AGM will commence at 2.00pm on Saturday 8 May 2010 at Llety Park Hotel, Aberystwyth.  A special presentation will be made to all Welsh Black cattle breeders at 4.00pm, immediately after the AGM, on cattle performance recording by ‘Agri Beef Breed Plan’. (This is similar to ‘Signet’ recording but with specific differences).  A WARM WELCOME TO ALL.
Also enclosed is an invitation to the Annual Dinner.  All members wishing to attend should please return the booking slip confirming numbers, with the appropriate money, no later than Friday 30 April to the Caernarfon office.
Accommodation at the Llety Park Hotel is still available and in order to book a room it is imperative the proprietors, Vince and Alison Morgans, are contacted on tel: 01970 636333; fax: 01970 636334; 
e-mail: reception@aberparc.com
Dolgellau January Pedigree Sale

Congratulations to all exhibitors at the Society’s pedigree breeding stock Show & Sale which was held on 29 January 2010.  Cattle quality and presentation was excellent with 24 bulls averaging 4,748gns per head.  62 females, including 50 maiden heifers, were sold averaging 879gns.  In total from 93 animals, including the bulls, forwarded for sale 86 were sold averaging 1,959gns per head.  A special ‘thank you’ to the exhibitors, buyers and the auctioneers, Farmers Marts (RG Jones) LTD.

Enclosed is a copy of the Society Pedigree Breeding and Store Sales for 2010.  
PLEASE NOTE – We desperately rely on members to forward their livestock entries to the Caernarfon office within 6 weeks of the sale in order to maximise the promotion and marketing of the entries.

New ruling on Johne’s disease

It has been passed in Council that as of January 1st 2011 all cattle entered for pedigree sales must come from herds annually testing for Johne’s disease in a CheCS approved health scheme, or from Johne’s accredited herds.  The herd is not required to have any status within the scheme in relation to Johne’s.  The requirement is just that the breeder is actively participating in such a scheme. On completion of the annual herd test the Premium Cattle Health Scheme will supply breeders with a certificate of participation that is valid for 12 months.  This certificate should be forwarded to the Secretary with sale entries to validate your participation.

The reason for this ruling was that Council members were concerned that there was a drop in the percentage of accredited cattle entered in the sales from 71% in 2008 to 64% in 2009 and they decided that this was the best way to maintain the momentum of the scheme which has now been running for 10 years and has been very successful in reducing the spread of the disease within the breed.  This ruling has also been adopted by some other breed societies.

Nordic Star unique Tag offer: Please read on…

The Welsh Black Cattle Society has teamed up with Nordic Star and negotiated an excellent deal for members on new and replacement tags. The tags are manufactured from very high quality plastic with no sharp edges and a unique cutting ring that aids healing. Carefully designed round shouldered tags prevent snagging and tag loss. The tags are available at £1 a pair and £2 for replacements for all members for 2010. Both plastic and metal combinations are included. Nordic Star is part of the NMR Group, the Sales and marketing is managed by Jonathan Davies who also runs the Parcnewydd herd of Pedigree Welsh Blacks. So please don`t hesitate order your tags NOW by ringing Freephone 0800 731 9465.  See supporting sales literature enclosed or website www.nordicstar.co.uk  

Qualifying Shows for Bull & Female of the Year 2010
An amended list of the qualifying shows is enclosed as, since the January Newsletter was issued, the Society Council have agreed to nominate Martletwy Show in Pembrokeshire as a qualifying show for the competition.  Their secretary is Susie Morgan, White House Farm, Jeffreyston, Kilgetty, Pembrokeshire SA68 0RF; tel: 01646 650055; m: 079768076180.  Please also note that Llanrwst Show AND Eglwys Bach Show will be qualifying shows each year and BOTH the Royal Welsh Show and Talybont Show will qualify for double points in the competition.  Talybont Show will be known as a ‘Champion of Champions’ Show and for further details please contact the Chief Executive or Mr Meical Jones, Chairman of the Show Committee.  This change is due to a review of the competition and a need to encourage entries to all shows.
Royal Welsh Show 2010
Following a low Welsh Black cattle entry at the 2009 Royal Welsh Show both the Society and the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society Board of Management are eager to see an immediate increase at this years’ show held in July.  Sponsorship is being secured by the Welsh Black Cattle Society for their members to help with the cost of exhibiting.  As usual there will also be a stockman’s buffet on the Monday evening and more details will be sent to exhibitors near show time.  In the meantime please note that the Royal Welsh Show entry forms for 2010 are already in circulation and need to be completed and returned to the Royal Welsh Show offices within a few weeks.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ABOVE REQUEST SERIOUSLY!!  Continued low entries of Welsh Black cattle will result in classes being amalgamated in 2010 and lost for future years.  Your co-operation and support will be greatly appreciated.

New Show for 2010 
St Mellons Agricultural Show have included Welsh Black classes in their 1 day show which is held on Saturday 7 August at Tredegar House & Park, Newport.  Although this date clashes with two other shows, namely Brecon and Oswestry, local and young members are invited to attend and support the show.  For further details contact Karen Meakin, Livestock Officer St Mellons Show on KarenJMeakin@aol.com
Builth Wells Pavilion Development

A final draft of the building plans were presented and approved by the Board of Management of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society during March 2010.  Mr Aled Thomas an independent architect from Carmarthenshire, who is also a member of the society, is preparing the plans for approval by Powys County Council’s planning department.  In the interim period the Society would like to offer the opportunity to all members who are also professional registered builders to tender for the building contract.  All interested parties please contact the Chief Executive at Builth Wells for details of the building from the architect.
500 Club Draw

The Society has received several enquiries regarding the standing orders set up by participants in the Prize Draw.  It appears that some of the standing orders have not been cancelled after the 12 month agreement. (£5 per month for 12 months = £60 for each ticket).  Would all members paying by standing order please check with their banks and notify the Builth Wells office of any discrepancies.
Pembrokeshire County Fundraising Event

On Saturday 13 March 2010 the Pembrokeshire Fundraising Committee organised a successful Dinner followed by an Auction of Promise and an evening raffle.  At present approximately £8,500 has been raised for the Society’s Building Fund.  The Society wishes to congratulate the committee and thank all who so generously donated and bought the prizes and sponsored the cost of organising a great evening.
Forthcoming Events
Merionethshire and Montgomeryshire Counties are arranging a fund-raising event, a Dinner, Cabaret and Auction, on Friday 28 May 2010 at the Fronolau Farm Hotel, Tabor, Dolgellau.  For further details contact Mr Robert Jones, Caerberllan on 01654 782243 or Huw & Jessica Williams on 01766 780132. 

Anglesey County Committee are also arranging several events during 2010 commencing with a social gathering at a Dinner and a Grand Raffle to be launched at the 2010 Royal Welsh Show.  For further details please contact Mr Brian Thomas, Plas Coedana on 01248 470387; Mr Llewelyn Jones, Bridin on 01248 714286 or Mrs Rhianon Thomas, Llechwedd on 01407 720192.

If any other county has ideas for fundraising please contact the Builth Wells office with details.  If you miss the deadline for the quarterly newsletter we may include your event on the society web site or send details to your local regional newspaper.
Society Council Election

At the time of receiving this newsletter all members will be receiving their county area election paper.  To make sure your voice is heard please use your vote to elect members to represent you on the Society Council.  Election papers, completed, signed and dated, should be returned in the self addressed white envelope provided to the Builth Wells office by 30 April.

Welsh Black Cattle Society Deputy Young Member Ambassador

The Society is currently seeking to nominate a young member (16 – 26 years) to apply for the position of Deputy Young Member Ambassador.   All prospective candidates are invited to request an application form from the Builth Wells office, and this should be returned by Monday 26 April 2010.  The position is a great opportunity for a young person to learn and meet people and attend national events during the year.  At the 2010 AGM Miss Angharad Francis, Ael-y-Bryn Herd, will hand over her chain of office after a very successful year as the Society’s Young Member Ambassador.  Taking over from Angharad will be Miss Katie Pugh, 
Ty-Talgarth Herd.  The Society wishes to thank Angharad for her sterling work and wishes Katie an enjoyable and successful year in office.
Smallholder & Garden Festival, Builth Wells

The Welsh Black Cattle Society will once again be in attendance at the annual Smallholder & Garden Festival to be held on Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 May 2010.  The Society has won awards for ‘Best Promotional Stand’ or best animal in the native breed class, or even both awards, for the past four years.  The Royal Welsh Agricultural Society has introduced a policy for 2010 - competition winners are exempt from competing the following year!  However the Society is pleased to announce that Miss Katie Pugh will lead the Breed promotional stand and has a suckling cow & calf on display throughout the weekend.  Promoting the breed is important and our young members are keen to contribute at public events.  A warm welcome is extended to members to support the stand and the event.
Welsh Black Cattle Society Polled Cattle Club and Organic Club

Members of the Society involved with the Polled Cattle Club and the Organic Club are formally invited to an up-date on the work undertaken by both clubs at the following times:

Venue: Smallholder Weekend, Saturday 15 May at the OG Thomas Lounge –
ORGANIC CLUB MEETING – 11.30AM

POLLED CATTLE CLUB – 1.30PM

As part of the Society’s review of expenditure the meetings will discuss future events, meetings and costs.  Please note that, other than a notice on the web site, no further reminders will be sent.  A warm welcome is extended to all to attend either or both meetings.

Training and Sponsorship via Farming Connect and Lantra

An A4 bi-lingual leaflet is enclosed which will explain the vast amount of courses available to individuals or even families.  With up to 80% funding available it is worth contacting your local skills co-ordinator for further details.

Society Journal for 2010 

The Welsh Black Cattle Society Council is reviewing the Journal format and the method of promoting the breed through the Journal publication.  In order to improve our breed promotion and the Society image the Council requests members to send photographs of cattle, on the farm, at shows or sales, with details of the animals, comments or even editorials regarding herd progress.  Herd adverts are also requested to help cover the cost of a better publication and contributions should be sent to the Chief Executive at Builth Wells.  For further details or assistance please call 01982 551111.
New Semen Available
Two new, young Welsh Black Polled sires have successfully had semen collected during the winter.  Both sires were Signet recorded with performance figures within the top 10% of the breed.  Semen from Morlais Dewi Sant (Polled), bred and owned by Mr Hywel Rhys Davies, Morlais Herd, is available from Alta Cymru Ltd tel: 01994 231734 or 07854230712.  Semen from Rhuddel Kracker (Polled), bred by Colin & Rhian Evans, Rhuddel Herd, and currently owned by Mr David Sands, Blossom Herd, will be available from spring 2010.  Pedigree details and information on either bull can be obtained from the Builth Wells office.

Limited semen of Peiran Max 10th (Vol 97) is also still available from Alta Cymru Ltd.

Privately owned semen now available for the 2010 breeding season

Iwrch Mr Tee (Vol 94) bred by Mr Alun Vaughan, Moel Iwrch Uchaf, Nebo, Denbighshire.  The present owner is Mr Cennydd Eynon, Dyffryn Herd, who can be contacted on 01239 810801 or 07773363916.
If any other member has privately owned semen to sell please forward details to the Builth Wells office and maximise the potential sale of genetics during the 2010 season.

Bull for Hire

Bull for Hire, Neuadd Cawr 318th K08/JNE date birth: 20.10.2006.  Proven bull, quiet to handle and easy to house. Herd health tested, JD and BVD clear, will suit Accredited Herd. Will be TB tested and available from middle April.  Contact Louise Alabaster on 01792 882697; 07834958436; louisealabaster@btconnect.com
Membership accounts

Would all members please settle any outstanding accounts with Pat at the Caernarfon office as soon as possible.  Outstanding/Reminder letters are expensive to process.  Your co-operation is greatly appreciated.

Dafydd James, Assistant to the Chief Executive

At the February Council meeting it was reluctantly agreed to terminate Dafydd’s working agrangement after two years of employment.  Dafydd was employed by the Society, on a self-employed basis for two days a week and, due to a review of Society expenses, Dafydd’s departure is one of several areas of change in the day to day workings of the society.  The Society wishes Dafydd well with his farming workload at Tyllwyd, Felingwm Uchaf, Carmarthenshire and thanks him for his contribution over the past two years.
Finally as Chief Executive I wish all members well with spring calving, lambing and field work and hope to see as many members as possible during the numerous and varied events held during the year.  
Yours sincerely

Andrew James
Chief Executive

