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NEWSLETTER  December  2011
Dear Member 

You will be pleased to know that the new on-line database is now available for use by members.  The sale catalogue details will now be available on-line before they are posted out.

The letter for registering calves in 2012 will be ‘R’.
Royal Welsh Winter Fair

The Society had a Trade stand with a cow and calf on display, provided by Mrs Eirian Griffiths, Glandulas Isaf, Llangybi, Lampeter, Ceredigion which generated much interest.  The Welsh Blacks had a successful day at the Show.
East of England Smithfield Festival

The New Festival will take place on 2nd & 3rd December 2011 at the East of England Showground, Peterborough.  For details see their web site www.eoesmithfieldfestival.co.uk or tel: 01733 234451.

Dispersal Sale

PLEASE NOTE - The Llwynyrhynn Herd of pedigree Welsh Black cattle are to be sold at Brecon Market on 30 December 2011, with Mc Cartneys, Auctioneers.  Anyone else wishing to enter animals may do so up to a week before the sale – contact Chris Jones on 07721488140.

The Society sends congratulations to all show prize winners throughout the year.  Winners of the Bull & Female of the Year competition, sponsored by the Farmers Union of Wales, are as follows:

Bull of the Year

1st – with 85 points from 8 shows is RAFON HUW.  The bull was bred and exhibited by Mr Richard Hughes, Glanrafon, Bodorgan, Anglesey

2nd – with 74 points from 8 shows is RHYDDID NIDIAN, bred and exhibited by Mrs Lyn Foxwell, Tyddyn Rhyddid, Harlech, Gwynedd
3rd – with 40 points after 5 shows is CWMCAE BLEDDYN 11th, bred and exhibited by Mr Trefor Jones, Cwmcae, Bow Street, Ceredigion.
Female of the Year

1st – with 70 points from 8 shows is EINON GWENNO, bred by Mr &Mrs I & A Lewis and exhibited by son Carwyn Lewis, Gwarcoed Einon, Llanwenog, Llanybydder, Carmarthenshire.  

2nd – with 52 points from 8 shows is GERDDI BLUOG DILYS 4TH bred and exhibited by Mrs Jessica Williams, Gerddi Bluog, Harlech.  

3rd – following closely with 51 points after 5 shows is EIRIANFA CARYL 3RD a home bred heifer from Mrs Eirian Griffiths, Glandulas Isaf, Llangybi, Lampeter, Ceredigion. 

Royal Welsh Show 2011

The Society’s new promotional lounge at the Society’s Pavilion on the Royal Welsh Showground was opened on Monday 18 July at 3.30pm, the first day of the Royal Welsh Show, by former presidents Mr &Mrs Gwynfryn and Marian Phillips.

Overall Champion and Champion Bull at the show was Rafon Huw exhibited by Mr Richard Hughes, Glanrafon, Bodorgan, Anglesey.

Champion Female was Eirianfa Griff 3rd exhibited by Mrs Eirian Griffiths, Glandulas Isaf, Llangybi, Lampeter, Ceredigion.

Sponsor, Mr Jonathan Davies of NMR Nordic Star Tags awarded prizes for the Best Welsh Black Cattle Stand.  1st prize was presented to Mrs Lyn Foxwell, Tyddyn Rhyddid, Harlech, Gwynedd with Mr Carwyn Lewis receiving 2nd prize and Mrs Jessica Williams 3rd prize.
Anglesey Show – The Welsh Black Cattle Society’s National Show in 2011

Anglesey Show was held on 9th & 10th August and, being the Society’s National Show, double points were awarded towards the Bull & Female of the Year competition.  The judge was Mr Robert G Roberts of Rhyllech Uchaf, Efailnewydd, Pwllheli and the winners were as follows:
Overall Champion and Champion Bull at the show was Rafon Huw exhibited by Mr Richard Hughes, Glanrafon, Bodorgan, Anglesey.

Champion Female was Einon Gwenno exhibited by Carwyn Lewis, Gwarcoed Einon, Llanwenog, Llanybydder, Carmarthenshire.  

Exclusively for 2012 the ‘Ardudwy Cup’ was awarded to Rafon Huw by Mr Geraint Wynne, Society President, and the ‘Celine Jones Cup’, presented by Mr &Mrs Dai & Olwen Jones, Berthllwyd, Llanilar, was awarded to Einon Gwenno.
The Society’s National Show for 2012 will be the Pembrokeshire Show which will be held on 14th,15th, & 16th August.

Society Membership

As from January 2012 the membership fee will increase to £50 but will include a complimentary copy of the Society Journal.  These will be available at all Society events, sales or Society offices.
Associate membership will rise to £25 and Life Membership, which has been discontinued, will be bestowed by Council in recognition of services to the Society.

Outstanding Accounts

The society is still working hard to ensure its financial situation and Member support to settle all accounts promptly would be appreciated.  As from 2012 all members with outstanding debts will not be eligible for any of the membership package, including the Newsletters, Herd Book, Journal or Calendar.  Please therefore try and pay all accounts by the end of the year.  Payment can now be made by credit/debit card by contacting Pat at the Caernarfon office on 01286 672391.
The Welsh Black Cattle Society World Conference

The 3rd Welsh Black Cattle Society World Conference will be from 10th August to 19th August 2012, starting at Hamburg Airport.  The price will be 1,000 Euro for a double room and 1,400 Euro for a single room.  Included in the price will be hotels, (breakfast, lunch, dinner), transfer from and to the airport and the bus tour through Northern Germany.  Not included is lunch on the free days in Hamburg, Berlin and Bremerhaven.  Some meals will be served on the farms as snacks, lunch or dinner.
Would all those interested in joining the trip please contact the Builth Wells office as numbers will be required by 31 December 2011, with a payment of 200 Euro/person.

Fundraising for the Society Pavilion

Fundraising is still taking place towards the cost of the Society Pavilion extension.

The last of the draws for the 600 Club for 2011 took place on 22 November and the Denbigh and Flint Raffle was drawn at the Royal Welsh Winter Fair.  Hope you were lucky.  If anyone else is, or plans to be, involved in fundraising please let the Builth Wells office know so that it can be promoted.

Catering at the Society Pavilion
The Welsh Black Cattle Society is currently accepting tenders from catering companies to cater at the Society Pavilion, located on the Royal Welsh Showground, for the Smallholder Festival, the Royal Welsh Show and the Royal Welsh Winter Fair.  

To request full details, or a site inspection, please contact the office at Builth Wells on 01982 551111 as the application needs to be with us by 21 January 2012.

Society AGM and Annual Dinner.

This will take place on Saturday 12 May 2012 at Plas Dolguog Hotel, Machynlleth,

Powys SY20 8UJ with Proprietors Anthony & Tina Rhodes.  To enquire regarding accommodation telephone 01654 702244.
Society Journal
Anyone with Herd adverts should please contact the following:

South Wales – Keith Thomas on 01558 668264 or Hubert Gwynne on 01558 822219.

Mid Wales – Meirion Botwood on 01974 831076 or Rowland Rees on 01970 828287.

North Wales – Ioan Roberts on 01248 470469 or Meical Jones on 01286 872444.

If anyone knows of a commercial company willing to place an advert please contact Mrs Beth Rees on 01824 702663.
Finally please remember the Photographic Competition for the next Society Journal.  There are 2 categories – 1. Welsh Blacks in their natural environment and 2. A Welsh Black cow with calf at foot.  You have until 1 March 2012 to send in your photos by post or e-mail.

Deputy Young Member Ambassador

Our current Deputy Young Member Ambassador is Mr Carwyn Thomas, Chwaen Goch, Llanerchymedd, Anglesey who will take over as the Young Member Ambassador on 12 May 2012.  Those interested to be the next Deputy Young Member Ambassador need to let the Builth Wells office know.  Applications need to be sent in by 15 March 2012.

Maddock Kembery Meats, Bridgend Road, Garth, Maesteg, CF34 0NW
Maddock Kembery Meats is looking for Welsh Black Cattle!  The abattoir and butcher at Maesteg, near Bridgend is just 10 minutes from either Junction 36 or 40 M4.  It provides a high quality, efficient and cost effective abattoir service including:

contract kill; organic service (call us to register); take back/private kill service with a multitude of cutting and packing options including: cutting and boning to your exact specification; joints boned and rolled; vacuum packing; sausage and burger making (choice of flavours).  Your product can be bagged or boxed to your requirements and a refrigerated delivery service is available.  Call us today to find out how we can help you to make the most of your livestock on 01656 739073 or 07966 133528.
The British Cattle Club Conference

This is to be held 23rd to 25th January 2012 at Telford.  Details can be obtained from www.cattlebreeders.org.uk or tel: 01409 241579

The Oxford Farming Conference
This will be held on 3rd, 4th, 5th January 2012 at Oxford.  Anyone interested can obtain details from www.ofc.org.uk or tel: 08456 520945.

Should any member have any information for the next Newsletter please get in touch with Trisha at the Builth office, or myself on 01982 570271. 
Best wishes for Christmas and for 2012 from Eleanor Davies and the Newsletter Team.
